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Purpose  
 

The community assessment provides updated demographic data and relevant community 
information to identify the strengths, needs and trends that impact on the design and 
implementation of the SWCAP Head Start program. The information from this assessment will 
ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ IŜŀŘ {ǘŀǊǘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ 
philosophy, set long- and short-range program objectives, determine component services 
most needed and program options that will be implemented, determine areas for targeted 
recruitment, determine appropriate locations for classrooms, and set the selection criteria for 
children and families.  

 

Methodology  

Data were reviewed from a variety of sources, including the U.S. Census Bureau, SWCAP Head 

Start Program Information Reports, Community Health Profiles, County Health Rankings, WI 

Department of Public Instruction, a community needs survey of community partners and a 

recent surveys of Head Start and Early Head Start parents. 
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Community Profile 
 

Available Resources: 

 SWCAP programs ς Head Start, Early Head Start, Weatherization, Work N Wheels, Housing, Foster 
Grandparents, Dental Hygienist, WIC 

 Public Health Departments - immunization and healthcheck clinics, fluoride  

 WIC - nutrition screenings and food packages 

 Family Connections 

 Social Services Agencies 

 Birth to Three Programs 

 Schools/Early Childhood Programs 

 UW-Platteville, SWTC  - Higher Education/Adult Basic Education 

 Job Center 

 Local Libraries 

 UW-Extension - Nutrition Education Programs, Budgeting, Parenting, Tax Assistance 

 Free Clinics ς Dodgeville, Boscobel, Richland Center 

 Food Pantries 

 Iowa County Family Resource Center 
 

Community Strengths 

 Strong Schools  

 Responsive Health Departments and Medical Providers 

 Agencies willing to work together 

 {ƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǘƻǿƴǎ ƎƛǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ  άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ 
 

Strengths of Head Start Families 

 More than half of two parent families have at least one parent employed. 

 More than half of all parents have at least a high school diploma or equivalent. 

 

Difficulties for Families 

 Affordable Housing 

 Transportation 

 Unemployment 

 Dental Access 

 Paying bills 
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Demographic Summary 

Population Demographics 

The following county information was obtained through άThe County Workforce Profilesέ, 
created by the labor market analysts and economists in DWD's Office of Economic Advisors. 
These profiles provide snapshots of the labor market in every Wisconsin county. Every profile 
includes analysis of the county's current and projected population dynamics and their effect 
on the labor force, of the county's industries and employers, of occupational patterns within 
industries and average wages, and of total personal income. 

Grant  
DǊŀƴǘΩǎ нллу ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŀƴƪŜŘ нуǘƘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ тн ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎΦ The increase of 
1,693 new residents placed the county 41st in the state in terms of growth. 
 
 
DǊŀƴǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ¢Ŝƴ aƻǎǘ tƻǇǳƭƻǳǎ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ 
 
 April 1, 2000 

Census 
Jan. 1 2008 
Estimate 

Numeric Change Proportional 
Change 

Grant County 49,597 51,290 1,693 3.4% 

Platteville City   9,989  10,575 586 5.9% 

Lancaster, City 4,070 4,018 - 52 - 1.3% 
Boscobel, City 3,047 3,334 287 9.4% 

 
Fennimore, City 2,387 2,335 - 52 - 2.2% 

 
Jamestown, 
Town 

2,077 2,164 87 4.2% 

Cuba City, City* 1,945 1,916 - 29 - 1.5% 
 

Platteville, Town 1,343 1,443 100 7.4% 

Muscoda, 
Village* 

1,357 1,313 - 44 - 3.2% 
 

Hazel Green, 
Village* 

1,171 1,171 0  
 

0.0% 

Hazel Green, 
Town 

1,043 1,129 86 8.2% 
 

Source: WI Dept. of Administration, Demographic Services, Population Est., July 2009 
*Grant County portion only 
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Iowa 

Lƻǿŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ мΣпмс ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƪŜǇǘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ пуǘƘ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ 
72 counties. In terms of rate of change, the growth of 6.2 percent placed the county in 47th 
place. 
 
 
Lƻǿŀ  /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ Ten Most Populous Municipalities 
 

 April 1, 2000 
Census 

Jan. 1 2008 
Estimate 

Numeric Change Proportional 
Change 

Iowa County 22,780 24,196 1,416 6.2% 
Dodgeville, City  4,220 4,607 387 9.2% 

 
Mineral Point, 
City 

2,617 2,653 36 1.4% 
 

Dodgeville, Town 1,407 1,657 250 17.8% 
 

Arena, Town 1,444 1,507 63 4.4% 
 

Barneveld, 
Village 

1,088 1,249 161 14.8% 
 

Brigham, Town 908 979 71 7.8% 
 

Mineral Point, 
Town 

867 934 67 7.7% 
 

Linden, Town 873 887 14 1.6% 
 

Highland, Village 855 859 4 0.5% 
 

Arena, Village 685 845 160 23.4% 
Source: WI Dept. of Administration, Demographic Services, Population Est., July 2009 
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Lafayette 
 

Lafayette County continues to see population growth in the county although not all 
metropolitan areas had increased population.  The ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ нΦм ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǊŀǘŜ 
from 2000 to 2007, was 5.9 percentage Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
3.7 percentage points lower than the ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ Lƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нллуΣ [ŀŦŀȅŜǘǘŜ 
was the 62nd largest county is the state. 

 
 
[ŀŦŀȅŜǘǘŜ  /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ Ten Most Populous Municipalities 
 
 April 1, 2000 

Census 
Jan. 1 2008 
Estimate 

Numeric Change Proportional 
Change 

Lafayette County 16,137 16,468 331 2.1% 
 

Darlington, City 2,418 2,406 - 12 - 0.5% 
 

Shullsburg, City 1,246 1,205 - 41 - 3.3% 
 

Benton, Village 976 1,002 26 2.7% 
 

Wiota, Town 900 911 11 1.2 

Belmont, Village 871 906 35 4.0% 

Darlington, Town 757 830 73 9.6% 
Argyle, Village 823 815 -8 -1.0% 

Belmont, Town 676 736 60 8.9% 
Willow Springs, 
Town 

632 695 63 10.0% 

Gratiot, Town 653 650 -3 -0.5% 
Source: WI Dept. of Administration, Demographic Services, Population Est., July 2009 
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Richland 

wƛŎƘƭŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ grew by 284 people, or 1.6 percent, between the 
April 2000 Census and the estimate for January 2007.  This is substantially slower than the 
statewide growth rate (5.3%) and the national growth rate (6.9%).  
 

 

wƛŎƘƭŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ¢Ŝƴ aƻǎǘ tƻǇǳƭƻǳǎ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ 
 

 April 1, 2000 
Census 

Jan. 1 2008 
Estimate 

Numeric Change Proportional 
Change 

Richland County 17,924 18,208 284 1.6% 
 

Richland Center, 
City 

5,114 5,115 1 0.0% 

Buena Vista, 
Town 

1,575 1,683 108 6.9% 

Richland, Town 1,364 1,378 14 1.0% 
Lone Rock, 
Village 

929 911 -18 -1.9% 

Rockbridge, 
Town 

721 767 46 6.4% 

Dayton, Town 723 745 22 3.0% 

Ithaca, Town 648 673 25 3.9% 
Orion, Town 628 656 28 4.5% 

Marshall, Town 600 621 21 3.5% 
Richwood, Town 618 619 1 0.2% 
Source: WI Dept. of Administration, Demographic Services, Population Est., July 2009 
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Child Population  0-5 years

 
WisKids Data, Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, 2008 

 

Ethnicity of Children  

 
WisKids Data, Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, 2007. 
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Race 

American Indian or Alaskan Native, Asian, Black or African American 

 
WisKids Data, Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, 2007 

These estimates included Hispanic/Latino as a race. 

 

 

 
WisKids Data, Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, 2007 

These estimates included Hispanic/Latino as a race. 
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Other Demographic Information 

Labor Force 

 

 
Population Reference Bureau, analysis of data from U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census Summary 
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Median Income 

 

State Median Income: $64, 203 

 
WisKids Data, Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, 2006. 

 

Children Living in Poverty 

15% percent of children in Wisconsin are living below 100% of the poverty level.  

 
                 County Health Rankings 2010    
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WisKids Data, Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, 2008 

(0-5 Population x Percent of Poverty for Child Population) 

 

Participation in Food Share Program 

Food Shares Participants (per 1,000) 

 
WisKids Data, Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, 2007. 
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Health Coverage 

The majority of Wisconsin household residents were covered by health insurance  
for an entire year, based on findings of the 2007 Wisconsin Family Health Survey.  
This report was compiled in the Wisconsin Department of Health Services,  
Division of Public Health, Bureau of Health Information and Policy (BHIP).  The  
survey was conducted from February through December, 2007.  

 

 

 
Among state children the proportion currently uninsured decreased from 6  
percent in 2006 to 3 percent in 2007.  

 

Access to Dentists 

According to the Department of Health and Family services only 40 percent of Wisconsin 
licensed dentists (1,342) submitted a fee-for-service claim for Medicaid reimbursement. While 
some high-volume providers are increasing the number of patients served, small volume 
providers are static or decreasing. The capacity and geographic distribution of high volume 
providers is not adequate to meet the oral health needs in Wisconsin. More than 50 percent of 
certified dentists in Wisconsin submit less than 100 claims annually. In addition, most 
participating dentists are not accepting new patients.  

 

No pedodontists are located in the 4-county service area.  
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Local Access to Dental Care 

 

 
County Health Rankings 2010 

 

SWCAP has been very active in creating more dental access for families in Southwest 

Wisconsin.  Darlington and Dodgeville are now offering free dental clinics. 

 

Lead 

 

The Wisconsin Department of Health and Family Services estimates that one in six homes with 

significant lead hazards have children under the age six living in them.  
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County Health Rankings 2010 

Obesity 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), America is facing an 

epidemic of overweight and obesity.  The CDC reports that nearly 65% of the population is 

overweight and that obesity rates have more than doubled in the last 20 years, from 15% in 

1980 to 31% in 2000.   ! ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ōȅ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ 

ranks 34th among the states based on a 20.9% adult obesity rate.  

 

 Nationally, overweight among children aged 6-11 has more than doubled in the last 20 years 

ŦǊƻƳ т҈ ƛƴ мфул ǘƻ мр҈ ƛƴ нлллΦ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŀƴƪŜŘ нмǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

nation with 10.4% considered overweight. Weight is becoming an issue for even younger 

children according to a December 2004 study conducted by the American Heart Association. 

That study concluded that 10% of American children aged 2-5 are overweight, a 7% increase 

since 1994. 
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WIC Participation 

 
Wisconsin Health Public Profiles 2007 

 

 

 

Child Abuse and Neglect Reports 

 
WisKids Data, Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, 2007. 
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Prenatal Care 

% of Women Receiving Prenatal Care 

 
WisKids Data, Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, 2007. 

 

 

Teen Birth Rate (per 1,000 ages 15-19) 

 
WisKids Data, Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, 2007. 
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Low Birth Weight 

 

 

 

Inadequate Social Support 

 
County Health Rankings 2010 
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Regulated Child Care  

 
UW-Extension data 

 

The number of families receiving the child care subsidy in the SWCAP service is lower than the 

state average.  The state average is 159 per 1,000 children.  According to Wisconsin Shares, 

89% of the families using the subsidy are single parent families. 

Children with Disabilities 

School Enrollment by Primary Disability

 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, 2010.  
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Estimated Number of Births Per County 

 

 
Wisconsin Health Public Profiles 2007 

 

 

Pregnant Women Eligible for Early Head Start 

 

 
Wisconsin Health Public Profiles 2007       

 Estimated Number of Births x Poverty Rate = Eligible Women 
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Children Eligible for Head Start/Early Head Start 

Estimated Numbers of Eligible Children 

County Population 
under Age 5 
2006 

Percentage 
of Children 
Living in 
Poverty 

Estimate of 
Children 
Living in 
Poverty 
Under Age 
5 

Estimated 
number of 
HS eligible 3 
and 4 year 
olds 

Estimated 
number 
of EHS 
eligible 
children 
(0-3yrs.) 

Grant Co.  3433 14% 482 193 289 

Iowa Co. 1840 11% 202 81 121 

Lafayette 
Co.  

1221 15% 147 59 88 

Richland 
Co. 

1291 18% 232 93 139 

Total  7785  1063 426 637 

WisKids Data, Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, 2008. 

County Health Rankings 2010 
Average Annual Population = Total Population / 5 

Average Annual Population per year x 2 x Percentage in Poverty = Estimated # of HS eligible children (3-5 yrs.) 

Average Annual Population per year x 3 x Percentage in Poverty = Estimated #  of EHS eligible children (0-3 yrs.) 

Children Participating in Preschool Programs  

Public School /Private School    PreK/4K Enrollment   2009-10   
School 
District 

PreK/K-4 Enrollment Private School PreK/4K %  of Public School Children Eligible for Free Meals 

Argyle 2/20 0 19% 

Barneveld 3/42 0 13% 

Belmont 0/34 0 19% 

Benton 1/18 0 21% 

Blackhawk 7/26 0 29% 

Boscobel 9/53 0 37% 

Cassville 3/13 0 20% 

Cuba City 4/44 11/30 17% 

Darlington  7/0 0/31 19% 
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Dodgeville 5/84 21/16 24% 

Fennimore 8/58 0 32% 

Highland 2/18 0 17% 

Iowa-Grant 5/78 0 25% 

Ithaca 2/21 0 19% 

Lancaster 12/84 0 28% 

Mineral Point 4/49 0 17% 

Pecatonica 5/33 0 22% 

Platteville 17/119 0 27% 

Potosi 0/11 0/6 31% 

Richland  21/100 0 35% 

Riverdale 8/49 0 41% 

River Ridge 3/41 9/9 32% 

River Valley 18/0 14/14 28% 

Shullsburg 2/19 0 26% 

Southwestern 5/37 0 19% 

Public School Enrollment Data, Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction,  
Private School Enrollment Data, Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 

Children Dually Enrolled in Head Start and 4K 

County # of Children  

Participating in 4K  

Public School 

Programs 

# of Children 

Participating in 

Private School 4K 

# of Children in 

4K Eligible for 

Head Start  

# of Children Dually 

Enrolled in HS and 

4K 

Program/Percentage 

of Eligible Children  

Grant Co. 599 45 90 69       (77%) 

Iowa Co. 290 16 34 13      (38%) 

Lafayette Co. 153 31 28 9        (32%) 

Richland Co. 162 14 32 21      (66%) 

Public School Enrollment Data, Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 
Private School Enrollment Data, Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 
SWCAP Head Start Data 
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Children Participating in Birth to Three Programs and Dually Enrolled in EHS 
 
 
County 

# of Children in Birth 
to Three Program 
2008 (Rate per 1,000) 

# of Children in 
Birth to Three 
Eligible for Head 
Start  

# of Children 
Dually Enrolled in 
EHS and Birth to 
Three 

Grant 14    (29 children) 4 2      (50%) 

Iowa 20    (22 children) 2  

Lafayette 16   (20 children) 3  

Richland 33   (42 children) 8 2       (25%) 

WisKids Data, Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, 2010. 

SWCAP Head Start Data 

Head Start/Early Head Start Child Participant Demographics  

Race 

 
SWCAP Head Start/EHS PIR 2008-09 Data 
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Ethnicity 
 

 
SWCAP Head Start/EHS PIR 2008-09 Data 

 

 

Health Insurance Status 

 
SWCAP Head Start/EHS PIR 2008-09Data 
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